
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots and Crew Members Memorial 

 

On February 27, 2015 we were notified that the VHPA has initiated a proposal to have a monument installed 

at Arlington National Cemetery to honor Vietnam Helicopter Pilots and Crew Members who died during the 

Vietnam War. Since then both organizations have had many conversations between the President of the VHPA 

and our board. It was agreed that we work together to get this monument done. 

The Gold Star Mothers and Families were also included in this endeavor. 

 It was explained to us that there was a lot of Army and other committee red tape to overcome before the 

Secretary of the Army would approve or disapprove the application. It has been an uphill battle between the 

Army and ANC.  

In May 2015, it was apparent that this will be a long uphill battle to get this approved so the VHPA petitioned 

to have a living tree planted in ANC to honor the helicopter crews that died in the Vietnam War. The tree was 

donated by a VHPA member and planted at the end of May 2015. It is located just down the hill from the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Pavilion. The VHPA decided that during their reunion (August 2015) that they 

would have a dedication ceremony of the tree. Also a wreath will be placed at the site of the tree. The VHPA 

requested that the VHCMA send a representative to be part of the ceremony. I was asked by the VHCMA 

President to attend and represent the VHCMA. 

After the ceremony, the president of the VHPA and I carried the wreath down to the tree followed by Julie 

Kink representing the Gold Star Mothers group, guest speakers and those in attendance. During the 

procession, 4 helicopters flew over us as a tribute.  

The dedication ceremony is a start but not the end of the mission of the memorial. On August 15, 2015 we 

received a letter from the Secretary of the Army declining the Vietnam Helicopter Pilot and Crewmember 



Memorial Proposal. No reasons are given for declining the monument, but instead the offer is given to place a 

small marker at the base of the Living Tree dedicated August 28, 2015. The lack of reasons is a good 

bureaucratic step for the Secretary, as he will not have to defend his reasoning as we move forward. It is also 

to our advantage, as well, because we can incorporate justification for the proposal without appearing to be 

criticizing his reasons. With the Secretary’s response in hand, we can now move forward and urge our 

members to contact their elected federal representatives. Many of the VHPA members as well as our 

members want this stone placed in Arlington National Cemetery. The VHCMA will continue to work closely 

with the VHPA to get this done. We need your help.  

 A massive push is now needed to contact our senators and congressman and urge them to support this effort. 

Being an election year is to our advantage. They tell us that they support our military and so now is the time 

for them to show it.  

Important Information: 

 How to effectively get your senator/legislator’s attention 

Getting your representative’s attention has changed with technology. The old days of sending a letter to get 

results have been replaced by telephone calls and emails. All posted documents currently take five weeks to 

reach legislator’s desks due to security screening procedures. This has resulted in emails becoming the 

preferred way of written communications. 

The very best way to communicate is by telephone, but be specific. To get the proper attention, contact the 

legislator’s staff member responsible for veteran’s issues. Odds are you will probably be shifted to the voice 

mail of the veteran specialist. Provide your name, telephone number and a brief description of why you are 

calling. 

 Warning: you have to be persistent. There is a very good chance you will not receive a call back from the 

often-overworked staff person, so you must call again and insist the person you speak to knows you are a 

constituent, and you are unhappy with the service. This will comment will lead to a response, and quick! 

NOTE: Bob Hesselbein has been the lead on this effort.  He is a member of the VHCMA as well. 

Once you have the legislative staff’s attention, express your thoughts and provide them with the contact 

information of Past President Bob Hesselbein who will provide them with the specific information they may 

require: bobhesselbein@vhpa.org  or (608) 628-9024. Contact Bob with progress reports so he can add this 

information to the effort.  

mailto:bobhesselbein@vhpa.org

